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SLIDER STALLIONS VOW FOR BULLY-FREE CAMPUS
Assembly aimed at introducing new program developed to identify, educate, and end campus bullying

Stallions kicked off the new Olweus anti-bullying program with a 

fantastic assembly! Everything from John Lennon glasses and bell 

bottoms to vests and tie-dye outfits were worn as students and faculty 

members dressed like hippies to show school pride.

Slider Counselor Mrs. Quiroz welcomed everyone with an anti-

bullying speech. A “groovy” power point presentation was shown by 

seventh grader Eden Klein which included Slider’s pride pledge. Next, 

hilarious video clips from That 70’s Show were played to show how the 

media portrays bullying as being humorous, although on campus, bullying 

is a serious issue. 

Mr. Ballard explained how Slider is a “No Bullying Zone” meaning 

that it is a safe place for students. Afterwards, Slider’s Advanced Theatre 

class performed a skit on bullying in classrooms. Their message was to 

show a way to resolve issues at school by involving a teacher or other 

faculty member rather than resorting to violence. Monologues read by 

Faith Cyr, Morgan Newton, Gabby Arreola, and Samantha Gutierrez 

described incidents of bullying and how they can be prevented in the 

future. Seventh-grader E.J. Weems gave a motivational speech on how 

you can be a positive role model by making friends with those who are 

excluded and trying to include everyone in activities. Other methods to 

stop bullying included supporting the victim, referring to the school rules, 

and refusing to laugh, watch, or join in when someone is being bullied. 

Finally, all of the fall sports, including our district champion seventh 

and eighth grade football, and seventh grade volleyball teams, were 

introduced. The assembly ended with the Super Stallions cheering and 

applauding to show their support for the program. Everyone was then 

dismissed to their ARMI rooms where an Olweus survey was distributed 

to every student and included questions about how much and what kind 

of bullying, if any, exists at Slider. All of these efforts are designed to put 

an end to any bullying that may be present on campus. 

This new program has been presented at multiple meetings for 

teachers and parents where adults were taught ways to stop or prevent 

bullying using proper methods. Parents were directed to help their teens 

by contacting schools and just talking to their children. In addition, a 

lesson will be taught in ARMI classes covering each of these issues. 

Above all, students should remember not to be afraid to seek resolution 

for any issues faced at school. Faculty and students alike can look 

forward to our new and improved bully-free campus.
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The seventh grade Lady Stallions closed 
out their season in exciting form by winning the 
District Championship. 

After qualifying for the Division tournament, 
the team began their quest for the title with a 
game against Ensor Middle School. If they won, 
they would move on to the next game, but if 
they lost, they would automatically be removed 
from the tournament. 

The Stallions were victorious in their first 
two games against Ensor and Sanchez, moving 
on to the big game which would determine if 
they made it into the Championships. Up 
against Clarke Middle 
School, the Stallions 
faced a close and 
intense game, but they 
went out and beat the 
C o w b o y s w h i c h 
earned the team the 
right to play Sybert 
Middle School for 
t h e D i s t r i c t 
Championship. 

T h e e n t i r e 
season came down to this game; whoever won 
would be crowned champion. Sybert entered 
the game undefeated for the season but the 
Lady Stallions were confident they would win. 
The game was intense with both teams playing 
their best, but in the end the Stallions out 
hustled Sybert for the Championship.

 Aliya Gardea proudly said after their win, 
“We played an undefeated team and beat them, 
not just because we have an all-star player, but 
because each player has their own strengths 
and weaknesses, and together we’re a team. 

Without every single one of us, we wouldn’t 
have made it all the way.” 

The eighth grade team also entered the 
tournament against tough opponents. Their first 
game in the tournament was against Ensor 
Middle School which was eliminated by the 
Lady Stallions. Their win led them to their next 
game in the tournament on October 1st against 
Montwood Middle School. The Moose couldn’t 
overcome the power of the Stallions. The victory 
led the team to the next game in the 
tournament, which determined whether or not 
they would make it to the Championships. This 

was the i r b igges t 
game yet, against 
Clarke. Starting off 
strong, the Stallions 
beat them in the first 
match, 27-25. The 
l a s t t w o g a m e s 
unfortunately turned 
out in a loss by the 
S t a l l i o n s , w h i c h 
ended the eighth 

grade volleyball team’s 
season with a third place finish. “It was definitely 
the most intense game of the season and we 
went out there and played our best. The game 
isn’t all about winning, it’s about how you play 
and we’ve worked very hard this season. We 
can’t wait to beat the teachers!” Ivanna Cadena 
and Ashley Priego added at the end of the 
game. 

The seventh graders are done with their 
season, but the eighth grade season isn’t 
completely over. They still have their big game 
against the teachers coming soon.

FIRST PARENT TEACHER 
NIGHT A SUCCESS
By Mikaela Orozco

VOLLEYBALL SPIKES WAY TO CHAMPIONSHIP
Seventh grade defeats Sybert for Championship; eighth grade finishes runner-up season

STUDENTS SHOW CREATIVE SIDE WITH COSTUMES
By Brianna Minjarez & Madison Luevano

  The cold windy weather didn’t keep 

parents from attending Slider’s first Parent 

Teacher Night of the year. “We’ve always had 

very involved parents at Slider and judging 

from the crowds tonight that hasn’t changed 

this year,” said Mr. Ferguson after seeing the 

turnout.

Parents were able to begin their trek 

through the halls after picking up report 

cards. Some were surprised to learn that 

their children had earned Honor Roll status 

which entitled the students to a coupon for a 

free snack. In addition to grades, parents 

could shop at the book fair operated by Mrs. 

Reyes and Student Council. Yearbooks, tee 

shirts and Spook-O-Grams could also be 

purchased. Hungry parents could even enjoy  

delicious cookies to support Advanced 

Theater.

After receiving the report card, parents 

scattered throughout the building to meet 

their student’s teachers. Whether it was 

checking on the status of their grades or 

learning more about the courses their 

children were taking, parents had the chance 

to interact with teachers and chat about their 

student’s progress. 

 Each teacher tried their best to keep 

the waiting period down for parents wanting 

to discuss their children. Reading teacher 

Mrs. Ramsey observed, “It was really great 

getting to meet the parents and have a 

chance to connect a face with a name. I was 

really impressed with the turnout and the 

level of concern each parent had about their 

student’s progress.” Seventh grader 

Georgina Salas commented, “My brother 

visited his previous teachers and overall we 

had fun and I was happy with my grades.”

By Hollie Wilson 

Seventh 
grade 

Champs

This year’s  traditional Halloween dance kicked off to a frightful 
start! As the students eagerly entered the cafeteria they were amazed 

to see all their classmates dressed in their spooky  

and imaginative costumes. The dance was hosted 
by Mrs. Kern and Advance theatre to raise money 
for their upcoming trip to Las Vegas. Many students 
came in a variety of original costumes, from Super 
Mario Brothers, to Hippies, and even a Jack from 

Jack in the box! There was a contest for the most 
creative costumes with the winners receiving  tote 

bags full of treats. Third place was a tie between 
Giorgio Cisneros, who dressed as Michael Jackson and Abel Yanez, 
costumed as a character from the popular 

television show, Reno 911. Second place was 
awarded to Reagan Golucke who portrayed a 
young  girl from the renaissance era, and first 
place went to George Rodriguez whose 
ensemble was a handmade clown costume.

Congratulations!
Alan Flores-Lopez who was 

named 2nd Chair Viola in 
the All-Region 

Orchestra



Red Ribbon week is the oldest and 
largest drug prevention program in the nation. 
Every year during the last week of October, 
Slider students and faculty 
alike wear red ribbons and 
participate in community 
anti-drug events.

During the activities, 
young people pledge to live 
a drug free life and pay 
tribute to DEA special agent 
Enrique Kiki Camerena. On 
F e b r u a r y 7 , 1 9 8 5 , K i k i 
Camerena was brutally murdered in a drug 
related incident. Shortly after his death, 

C o n g r e s s m a n 
Duncan Hunter of 
California launched 
“Camerena Clubs” 
i n C a l i f o r n i a . 

Hundreds of club 
members pledged to 

lead drug-free lives to honor the sacrifice 
made by Kiki Camarena. 

It has evolved over the years into a week 
where students here at Slider show their drug-
free spirit for an entire week simply by 
participating in the following activities. Student 
Hector Zamarripa dressed up each day. “I 
think Red Ribbon Week is the best, we don’t 
have to wear uniforms all week!” 

On Monday, October 26, everyone was 
encouraged to wear red, red and more red. On 
Tuesday, October 27, a variety of different 

Superheroes, both masked and caped, 
roamed the halls looking for a fight against 
drugs. “Drugs aren’t cool, they’re an excuse. 

We choose to be drug free, 
and for that, we are leaders,” 
said SuperWoman Jizelle 
Diaz. Wednesday was the 
craziest! Students wore their 
craziest shoes or boots to 
“Stomp out Drugs” including 
blue ones, red ones, fuzzy 
ones, funky ones, cozy ones, 

a n d C R A Z Y o n e s ! O n 
Thursday, October 29, 
Slider kids wore their 
favorite basketball 
t e a m j e r s e y a n d 
slam-dunked those 
drugs right down the 
drain!  

The last day of 
Red Ribbon Week 
was Friday, October 
30, and the students 
w e re a l l o w e d t o 
c o m e t o s c h o o l 
looking their best in  
safe and fun costumes.  
“Everyone clearly showed that the Super 
Stallions are the best, and they know to let 
nothing, especially not drugs, interfere with 
being a successful student,” said Assistant 
Principal Mr. Ballard.

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
I am so proud of the way our Stallions 

have gotten behind the Standing Together 

with Pride program at Slider to stop 

bullying. Each of our students has 

pledged to do their best to end bullying 

and to make Slider the first “Bully-free” 

school in the Socorro district. 

Our thanks to Mrs. 

Q u i r o z a n d h e r 

committee for their 

efforts in heading up 

this program. 

A s w e b e g i n o u r 

second nine weeks, I 

am even more confident 

in the abilities of our students at Slider 

Middle School . We’ve seen some 

incredible things happen at Slider over the 

past several months and you are to be 

commended for rising up and taking 

control of your achievements. You make 

us proud to be Stallions every day!

Speaking of achievements, let’s all 

congratulate our Seventh and Eighth 

grade football teams who completed 

fantastic seasons culminating with both 

teams winning District Championships. 

Speaking of Championships, the Seventh 

grade Volleyball team also brought home 

a District Championship trophy after 

finishing a remarkable season! Our hats 

are off to each of these teams for the 

dedication and hard work you put into 

each competition.

The hol iday season is rapidly 

approaching and with it will be cooler 

weather. I want to remind every student 

and staff member to use extreme caution 

to avoid catching H1N1 virus. Take a few 

ext ra minutes and make sure to 

thoroughly wash your hands and use hand 

sanitizer often. Cover your mouth and 

nose when you cough or sneeze. If a 

tissue isn’t available try using your elbow. 

We want each of you, student, staff, and 

faculty to be well and avoid infection of 

these viruses.

Although the year is flying by, let’s all 

remember to take time to pick up a book 

and spend some time reading. If you don’t 

have a book to read, stop by the library 

and tell them I sent you!

STALLIONS CELEBRATE RED RIBBON WEEK 
Activities included Super Hero costumes and crazy shoes

Did you ever wish you had a high school student to talk to? Someone who already 
survived middle school and can give you good advice? If so, the Peer Assistance and 
Leadership Service (PALS) is the program for you. PALS is a program where exceptional 

high school students are paired with middle school students to positively influence their 
lives through mentoring and participating in fun games and activities that are objective 
based. “It’s really fun because you can express your feelings to an older student that has 
gone through the same things,” comments Jessica Henderson.

 Right now there are nine students in the PALS program, which meets every other 

week on A-days and will run the entire 2009-2010 school year. When you get paired with 
your pal you do fun activities and games. You can talk to them about anything,  including 
friends, classes, even problems at school or at home. Then you and your pal can find a 
solution together. Also, while you’re in PALS you learn about the Sean Covey’s book 
“Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens”. Mrs. Quiroz explained, “PALS  provides 

interactive activities that help students learn and practice skills featured in the Seven 
Habits.” 

If your interested in joining  the PALS program see Ms. Quiroz before next semester 
to pick up your application and learn more about PALS.

PEER ASSISTANCE AND LEADERSHIP SERVICE
By Josh Lopez

By Deanna Tellez, Jizelle Diaz, & Damian Barraza

Mr. Ferguson



Both Seventh and Eighth grade football 

teams ended their undefeated season as 

District Champions. On October 1, the eighth 

grade boys were set to face Hernando at the 

Socorro Activities Complex. This was the 

biggest game of the year; maybe of all time, 

here at Slider. 

Earlier in the season, the Stallions beat the 

Cavaliers 22-0. Heading into this game Slider 

had extreme confidence that they would get the 

v i c t o r y. T h e 

game had just 

begun and the 

C a v a l i e r s 

jumped out to 

an ear ly 8-0 

l e a d . T h e 

S t a l l i o n s 

responded with 

a twenty-three yard run by Warren Redix. The 

score was 8-6 because Slider had failed to 

make the 2-point conversion. From then on the 

defense dominated the game, and did not allow 

another score. The offense capitalized on the 

defensive play and scored on a 47 yard and a 56 

yard pass to Warren Redix.  The crowd 

exploded as Redix did a popular dance known 

as “The Jerk” for an endzone celebration. By the 

fourth quarter the score was 24-8. To assure the 

victory the Stallions scored on a thirty yard pass 

to Devin Cabral-Benitez. The last seconds ran 

off the clock and the final score was 32-8. 

Everyone was hopping around and celebrating. 

After the game Redix 

commented, “This 

was a great game, 

we had a bunch of 

fun, and I’m glad I 

left my mark here at 

Slider.” During the 

trophy presentation 

Coach Frischmann 

explained, “All of you played well and executed 

every play to perfection.” On the following 

Saturday, October 3, the seventh grade team 

faced the Paso del Norte Jaguars in their own 

Championship Game. The two teams played 

each other in the first game of the season, and 

Slider came on top 36-6. Before the game 

Adrian Carmona noted, “Heading into this game 

we have to stay humble and go all out in order 

to win.” Slider blew out Paso del Norte in the 

District Championship game, 48-12. During 

Coach McNiel’s postgame speech he stated, 

“I’m very proud of you boys and I’m happy that 

we brought the Championship back to Slider.” 

Congratulations to both teams for a perfect 

season.

FOOTBALL TEAMS CAP YEAR WITH CHAMPIONSHIPS
Both the seventh- and eighth-grade teams stand undefeated
By Warren Redix and Damian Barraza

THE STALLION PRIDE
William D. Slider Middle School
11700 School Lane
El Paso, Texas 79936-5400
(915) 937-5400

Mr. Mitchell Ferguson, Principal
Mrs. C.C. Schwartz, Advisor
Email: mschwa@sisd.net

This newspaper is produced by the students of 
Mrs. Schwartz’ Journalism class

STALLION PRIDE SHIRTS
Get your Stallion Pride shirts  
from Mrs. Reyes in room 208 
or during lunch. 
The shirts are only $10 for the 
t-shirt or $15  for the v-neck 
style.  Supplies are limited so 
get yours today!
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